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Baptisms, but it has 'soon subsided Gradually the
people have come to understand us sufficiently to be
convinced we are bent on promoting their good, and
tney regard us in consequence with a friendly feeling.
Most pleasant proof has been given that many of the
inhabitants of Benares have come to look on missionaries
not only with respect but affection. I well remember
gratifying acts of courtesy and kindness, which could
not have been prompted by sinister motives.
I must not omit to say that while missionaries have
carried on their work openly and boldly, they have felt
themselves bound to treat the people courteously, and
to abstain from the use of violent and abusive words.
There are places where they do not deem themselves
entitled to declare their message—such as sacred places
where worship is being carried on. Mr. Smith, of the
Church Mission, once mentioned to me that he had for
a short time taken his stand close to one of the bathing
places, but the priests and people were greatly excited
by his presence, and he deemed it proper to retire.
While at Benares the Gospel has to encounter peculiar
opposition, it has some marked advantages as a mission-
field. The missionary, as he moves about, meets with
people from all parts of India. While these speak dif-
ferent languages, many know enough of the languages
spoken at Benares to admit of a measure of intelligent
intercourse with them, Vast multitudes come from the'
widely extended region over which the Hindustanee
and Hindee prevail. While many go to Benares, we may
suppose the great majority, urged by the gregarious
feeling so powerful all the world over, happy to find
themselves among the multitude, hoping to get some1
religious benefit, and sure at any rate, as they acknow*

